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Presidentôs Message 

There are many congratulations to go around for a wildly successful January, to kick off what promises to be 

a busy 2008 for the LWVCA!  You will be reading reports in this newsletter on the wrap-up of the 

Immigration Study, the first ñstudyò undertaken by LWVUS in many years.  The kick-off for the national 

Focus the Nation event was chaired by Bea Bailey with Steve Johnson and Catherine Mobley serving on the 

Planning Committee along with many other individuals.  We were pleased to have Barbara Zia, President of 

LWVSC from Charleston, participate in Focus the Nation, a nationwide effort to bring attention to solutions 

to global warming.  She did an outstanding job of moderating the panel discussion which featured student 

leaders directing questions to government, business and non-profit leaders addressing environmental and 

global warming issues.   At the celebration of our 40
th
 Anniversary, we were honored with comments and 

presentations by Senator Thomas Alexander, Mayor Larry Abernethy, LWVSC President Barbara Zia, as 

well as past presidents of the LWVCA. 

 

We are reminded, on the home page of our website (http://clemsonarea.sc.lwvnet.org/) that ñDemocracy is 

not a spectator sportò!  Jan Marsh takes this to heart -- she is in the forefront of the campaign to expand 4-

year-old kindergarten to all at-risk children in SC by 2012-2013.  On January 24, the Senate Sub-committee 

on K-12 Education approved S 815 which includes the 4K expansion, and this bill will now go to the Senate 

Education Committee.  Jan prepared testimony which was presented to the Sub-committee by Gladys Cole, a 

Board member of the Columbia LWV.  In the testimony, Jan cited a State Department of Education report, 

What is a Penny Buying for South Carolina (12/06) which provides ñample evidence that SC children who 

have participated in 4K show benefits into the 6
th
 and 7

th
 grade.ò  A report from the Governorôs Workforce 

and Education Task Force, Pathways to Prosperity (10/2001) projects that  in the next decade ñ65% of SC 

jobs will require a 2-year, post-secondary degree, but only 32% of 9
th
 graders will pursue the 2-year degree.  

Furthermore, 40% of 9
th
 graders will pursue an unskilled job but only 15% of jobs will be considered 

unskilled.ò  We commend Jan for her leadership in this important area of early childhood education.  When 

she sends an alert that further action will take place on S 815, we hope that you will contact your Senator to 

support this legislation. 

 ~ Janie Shipley, LWVCA President 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Some of the 

LWVCA Charter 

Members, enjoying 

the 40
th
 anniversary 

celebration with 

LWVSC President 

Barbara Zia 

(l. to r.: Ada Lou 

Steirer, Eleanor 

Hare, Ellen Reneke, 

Barbara Zia, Holley 

Ulbrich, and 

Berniece Holt). 

http://clemsonarea.sc.lwvnet.org/
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Have you been wondering how you can get 

more involved in League activities?  Please 

join us to go to Columbia on February 19 for 

Legislative Advocacy Day!  This is a day 

devoted to education and advocacy on public 

education issues.  Sessions will deal with 

education funding, early childhood education 

and improving public education.  The keynote 

presentation at the luncheon will address 

effective strategies for taking action ï which 

will prepare us for going to visit our 

legislators in the afternoon!  In addition, we 

may have time to attend an afternoon 

committee or sub-committee meeting.   

 

When:  Tuesday, February 19, 2008; 9:00 

a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 

Where:  Marriott Hotel, 1200 Hampton 

Street, Columbia SC 

How to travel:  Several cars from Clemson 

will travel to the conference.  If you would 

like to carpool, please contact Janie Shipley 

(885.1967 or janrel@mindspring.com)  

Registration:  Advance registration of $35 is 

due by February 12; on-site registration is 

$40.  Each member may send in his/her 

registration using the form you received in the 

mail (in your LWVSC newsletter (or contact 

Janie Shipley for another form). 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

SAVE THE DATE, April 1, 2008, another 

opportunity for advocacy.  The League of 

Women Voters Environmental Lobby Day 

will be held in Columbia on Tuesday, April 1; 

11:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  Briefings will be 

given on top legislative environmental issues 

and conservation lobbyists will be on hand to 

answer questions.  The afternoon will focus 

on meetings with legislators and committee 

meetings.  For more information, contact 

Janie Shipley. 

 

 

 

 

We had a glorious 40th anniversary party at the 

Calhoun Bridge Center in Clemson on Saturday, 

January 26th. About 35 people enjoyed wine and 

refreshments, memorabilia and balloons and 

reminiscences by charter members and past 

presidents and some very kind words from Senator 

Thomas Alexander and Mayor Larry Abernathy. 

Senator Alexander recognized our 40
th
 anniversary 

with a Senate proclamation, which was bestowed 

on LWVCA. As stated on the proclamation: ñin 

celebration of the 40
th
 anniversary of the Clemson 

Area League of Women Voters and in recognition 

of your dedicated service to the citizens of our 

community, the State of South Carolina and the 

United States of America, the South Carolina State 

Senate would like to congratulate and commend 

your outstanding service.ò  Mayor Abernathy 

commended our stands on critical issues.  He has 

always been a big supporter of our League. We 

were also honored to have our state president, 

Barbara Zia, join us for this special occasion. 

Barbara summarized the important roles played by 

our members at both the local and state level. The 

five charter members--Ada Lou Steirer, Berniece 

Holt, Ellen Reneke, Eleanor Hare and Holley 

Ulbrich--planned the event, with help from Dianne 

Haselton and Janie Shipley. We five are all 

looking forward to the 50th, when we become life 

members and never have to pay dues again! 

~ Submitted by Carol Kozma and Holley Ulbrich 

 

Join Us for  

Legislative Advocacy Day! 

Tuesday, January 15, 7:30 p.m. 

The LWVCA Celebrates 40 Years of 

ñMaking Democracy Workò! 

Senator 

Thomas 

Alexander 

and Jan 

Marsh 

(LWVCA), 

enjoying 

the 

anniversary 

celebration. 

mailto:janrel@mindspring.com



